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1. Geography and position
• Spain, along with 

Portugal, is in the Iberian 
Peninsula in the 
southwest end of Europe

• The Peninsula was settled 
by Phoenicians, Greeks 
and Romans, later 
overrun by the Germanic 
Tribes.

• It was conquered by the 
Islamic Moors of 
northern Africa which led 
to eight centuries of 
Catholic Christian 
reconquest (The 
“Reconquista”) of the 
Peninsula. 



There are four mentions of Spain in the Bible: 2 explicitly in the NT, and 2 implicitly in the OT

Romans 15:24—“Whenever I may go to Spain, for I hope to see you in passing…” 

Romans 15:28—“When therefore I have finished this…I will go on by way of you to Spain.”

Obadiah 20—”And the captivity of Jerusalem, who are in 

Sepharad, / Will possess the cities of the south.”
(Sepharad is held by Jewish scholars as present-day Spain. Spain is called 

Sepharad in Hebrew)

Jonah 1:3—”But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish”
Note 1 - Tarshish: Probably a Phoenician port on the Mediterranean Sea in 

present-day Spain [called Tartessos].
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• Barcelona is located on 
the Mediterranean sea 
in northeastern Spain.

• Shown on the map are 
the localities where the 
churches and saints 
are.

• The largest church is 
Madrid, followed by 
Malaga, Valencia and 
Barcelona

• Spain has 8 lampstands

Our burden for emigration to Spain is focused on the city of Barcelona.



• Barcelona was founded as 
a Roman city.

• In the Middle Ages it 
became the 'de facto' 
capital and leading 
cultural, administrative 
and economic center of 
the Crown of Aragon.

• At the height of its power, 
the Crown of Aragon had a 
Mediterranean "empire“ 

2. History



• The dynastic union between the 
Crowns of Aragon and Castile
marked the beginning of 
Barcelona's decline.

• The marriage of Ferdinand II of 
Aragon and Isabella I of Castile in 
1469 united the two crowns which 
became the basis for modern-day 
Spain. 

• Madrid became the center of 
political power, and the 
colonization of the Americas 
reduced the relative financial 
importance of Mediterranean 
trade. 

BarcelonaMadrid



• The crown of Castile (Spain) 
sponsored transatlantic voyages and 
the 1st circumnavigation of the 
globe by the Magellan expedition in 
1519.

• Overseas exploration led to the rise 
of global trade creating one of the 
largest empires in history by 
colonizing Latin America and 
spreading Catholicism.

• Today, Spanish is the official 
language of over 20 countries with 
586 million speakers out of which 
477million are native speakers; it is 
the second-most spoken native 
language in the world.



• The great plague of 1650–1654 halved Barcelona’s population.
• Later, much of Barcelona was impacted by the Napoleonic wars, but the 

start of industrialization saw the fortunes of the province and the city 
improve.

• During Franco’s dictatorship (1940-1975), Catalan culture and public 
life was severely suppressed.

• Despite the devastation, after that period, Barcelona rebounded due to 
industrialization and became prosperous.

• The further development of Barcelona was caused by two events
• Spanish accession to the European Community in 1986
• Barcelona’s hosting of the 1992 Summer Olympics.

• The process of urban regeneration has been rapid and accompanied by 
new waves of immigration (particularly from Latin America and from 
Morocco).

• International positive perception of the city made Barcelona by the early 
2010’s the 12th most popular city destination in the world and the 5th 
amongst European cities.



Spain: 46.9 million inhabitants

Barcelona City: 1.6 million inhabitants, the 
second most populous city in Spain

Greater Barcelona: 5.5 million inhabitants, the 
fifth most populous urban area in the EU

3.  Population

Religions of Spain:

• 68.3% of Spanish citizens self-identify as 
Catholics.

• 2.6% as followers of other faiths 
(including Islam, Protestant Christianity, 
Buddhism etc.)

• 27.9% identify as Atheists.

(According to the Spanish Center for Sociological Research)



4. Barcelona Today - a     
cosmopolitan city  

• It is the capital city of the Autonomous 
Community of Catalonia.

• 98% of the city speak Spanish, is the 
co-official language with Catalan.

• The Port of Barcelona is one of Europe's 
principal seaports and busiest European 
passenger port.

• Barcelona–El Prat International Airport
handles over 50 million passengers per 
year.



• Has a good public transportation.

• Has a growing technological sector.

• An important cultural center with 
works of renowned architects Antoni 
Gaudí and Lluís Domènech i
Montaner

• An internationally popular tourist

destination

• A safe city.

• A major economic, and financial 

center as well as the main biotech 

hub in Spain. 

• It has a strong manufacturing sector. 

• Barcelona's influence in global socio-

economic affairs qualifies it for 

global city status. 



City Scenes



• Traveling from Barcelona around 
Spain is easy with high-speed 
trains (300 km/hr.), inexpensive 
long-distance buses, and low-cost 
flights.

• Low-cost flights also make it very 
accessible to all the major cities in 
Europe.

By plane:
Barcelona – London,   2 h. 20 min.
Barcelona – Paris, 2 h.
Barcelona – Lisbon,     1 h. 55 min. 
Barcelona – Madrid,    1 h. 20 min. 



The University of Barcelona, established in 1450, hosts the MareNostrum 4 supercomputer, 
is a world-renowned research and teaching institution and is widely considered the most 
prestigious university in Spain. It has 63,000 students.  Total university student population is 
about 230,000.

4.1. The University of Barcelona

Other significant centers of higher education are:
• The Autonomous University of Barcelona

• Polytechnic University of Catalonia

• Pompeu Fabra University

• The internationally ranked EADA, IESE, and ESADE Business Schools

• The Ramon Llull University



5. The history of the churches in Spain
• The recovery came to Spain through Gibraltar, in 1981 or 82 through a tract 

from the ministry on the church, then some Christian brothers in the coastal town of 
Benalmadena contacted the recovery in Europe.

• At the same time a brother from Cordova who was living in Germany touched the 

recovery and contacted two families in a Baptist group in Cordova and shared with 

them about the church. And in 1984 they started meeting as a church in Cordoba.

• In that same year, fellowship began between Benalmadena and Cordoba.

• In 1985 a free group in Malaga came to know the saints in Benalmadena. They 

invited some coworkers and had a conference together which revolutionized them 

by the messages and resulted in them together meeting as the church in Malaga. 

• At about the same time the recovery spread also to Huelva with 3 families.



5. The history of the churches in Spain

• In 1992 some co-workers were invited by the brothers and Malaga to have a 
conference. After that first conference in Spain, there commenced a traffic between 
the churches in Puerto Rico, the US, and Spain, and the conferences is in Spain 
continued year after year without interruption. 

• From that point onwards, the saints in Spain also began to attend 
trainings in Anaheim and conferences in London until this day.

• In 2001, the YP began to attend the conference in Poland resulting in many being 
gained by the Lord, learned English, and who eventually attended FTTL and some 
are currently serving full-time in the team in Madrid.

• In the church in Madrid about 60-70 saints meet regularty, followed by Malaga with 
about 50 saints, Valencia with about 40 saints and Barcelona with about 30 
saints.

• There are a little more than 400 saints in Spain.



5.1. The church in 
Barcelona

• The church in Barcelona took the ground 
in March 2008.

• Started with about 20 saints.

• Currently about 30 saints meet during the 
Lord’s days, about 50/50 Spanish and 
Chinese speaking. The church life is 
healthy, faithful to the ministry and 
steadfast.

• In the region there are about 50 saints in 
total. Many are not able to meet regularly 
due to their circumstances.



• Saints by ages:
-Older saints: 9 
-Middle age saints:  22
-Young adults: 10
-University age: 4
-Secondary school age: 5

• Saints in Girona are a short drive away, 

and they come to Barcelona  for the 

Lord's table meeting once a month.  

• The other close localities are Valencia to 

the south along the Mediterranean 

coast, and Madrid in the centre of the 

Peninsula.



6. The serving team
in the Iberian Peninsula

• The main team is based in Madrid.

• Currently there are 5 FTTL graduates serving full-time and 1 
serving part-time.

• There are four other couples in the team, three in Madrid and 
one in Lisbon.

• There are currently five first-term trainees at FTTL and one
second-term trainee at FTTC.



7. How to participate in the burden
for Barcelona?

By:

-Praying “Brothers, pray also for us” (1 Thes. 5:25)

-Giving “I seek the fruit which increases to your account” (Phil. 4:17)

-Going  “Go therefore and disciple all the nations” (Matt. 28:19)



8. How to emigrate

❑ Judg. 5:16—In the divisions of Reuben / There were great searchings of heart.

❑ Judg. 5:15—Among the divisions of Reuben / There were great resolutions in heart.

❑ Dan. 11:32—But the people who know their God will show strength and take action.

❖ As a student (some as “professional students) on student visas—to serve the Lord.

❖ Taking a job or doing business with working visas—to serve the Lord.

❖ As a retiree, or on a non-lucrative visa—to serve the Lord. 

❖ As a full-timer—to serve the Lord (we have a means to bring in approved and supported full-
time serving ones on Ministers of Religion visas).

(The World Situation and the Direction of the Lord's Move, c. 4, by Witness Lee)

We suggest doing research via the internet,
and for questions of visas, via the Spanish consulate offices

The spiritual aspect:

The practical aspect:



9. Prayer burdens
Standing in one accord with all the saints in the Iberian Peninsula and 
Europe for the consummation of the age.

Emigration of saints led by the Lord to Barcelona to:

• Strengthen and perfect the saints in Barcelona.

• Shepherd and care for all the saints, especially the scattered
saints.

• To gain Catalonians.

• To cause the Lord to have a strong lampstand in the important
city of Barcelona.



10. For more information

Email: jmsnchen@gmail.com

WhatsApp:   +34 618 42 28 03

Phone number:   +34 618 42 28 03


